
NEW YORK STATE FORENSIC LEAGUE 

ORIGINAL ORATORY BALLOT 

 

Code ____________Round__________ Room__________ Rank _____ of _____ 

Title:___________________________________________________________ 

Judge’s Name: _____________________________ Judge Affiliation: ____________ 

Judges: 

1. The best speaker should be given the rank of 1. 

2. No two speakers may be given the same rank. 

3. Time Limit: Maximum of ten (10) minutes with no minimum. There is a mandatory 

thirty (30) second grace period during which time no penalty may be assessed. Speakers 

that exceed this grace period may not be ranked first in the round. 

4. The speech must be presented from memory. No scripts, notes or visual aids are 

permitted.  

5. No more than 150 words may be quoted from another source or sources. 

 

Each original oration has been written by the speaker presenting it, so judges should 

evaluate the speaker’s thought, composition and presentation. However, since this is a 

contest in speech rather than in essay writing, the judge’s emphasis should be placed 

primarily on the way these elements are employed to deliver an effective speech.  

 

Although many orations address current problems and propose solutions, the judge is 

reminded that this is not the only acceptable for of oratory. The oration may simply alert 

the audience to a threatening danger, strengthen its devotion to an accepted cause, of 

eulogize a person, to name just a few alternative themes. The orator is given free choice 

of subject, and is to be judged solely on the effectiveness of its development and 

presentation, regardless of whether the judge agrees or disagrees with the orator’s point 

of view. Speakers should be evaluated on poise, vocal quality and use, bodily 

expressiveness, and for the qualities of directness and sincerity which impress the oration 

upon the mind of the audience. 

Please use the back for extended commentary. 

JUDGES: WRITE 2 LETTER 

SCHOOL CODE HERE 


